
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 2 (6/20/21) 

 Jesus draws us to service, He calls us to support His own work in the world, and to 

participate in reaping the bounty of His harvest.  Today we see Him call Peter in stages.  First, 

Peter is called to simply be a support to Jesus’ work - little more than a bystander but supporting 

Jesus’ work by sources.  Jesus calls Peter to the shore and uses his boat as a floating platform 

from which to preach.  He already knew what he had planed for Peter, as He knows what He has 

planned for all of us.  Peter must have listened intently to Jesus preach - he had a front row seat!  

It would have been wonderful if those words had been captured, imaging what Jesus must have 

said to so entrance the rough fisherman that he responds at the next request.  How much of what 

Peter heard in that first encounter has come down to us through the Sacred Tradition that was 

passed from Peter to those he taught.  Words from Jesus that are words of power. 

 So powerful are the words that Jesus could turn to Peter, perhaps looking into the eyes of 

this rough man now melted by the beauty of what he has just heard.  Jesus then says to Peter 

Launch out into the deep, and let down your nets for a draught.   Did Peter realize that these 

words went far beyond a single day’s fishing expedition?  Did Peter know that Jesus was calling 

him to something much more profound than to gain a load of wares to take to the market?  Do 

we realize that the words we listen to when we hear Jesus speak to us in the Gospel, are not only 

words that were meant for someone else at a different time but for us now?  Do we comprehend 

that the meaning that Jesus may be trying to convey to us goes deeper than the surface meaning 

of the words?  When we hear him say to the blind man or the prostitute - go and sin no more - do 

we hear Him speak to us?  When he pulls the paralytic off his mat do we see his power and 

promise to heal our particular paralysis?  When we see him raise Lazarus from the dead , do we 

see the promise that He will do the same for all who remain faithful to Him.  When Jesus speaks 

He speaks in many different levels. 

 So too with Peter.   Launch out into the deep, and let down your nets for a draught.  

Words that sent Peter out fishing that day, and words that must have rung in Peter’s ears on the 

day of Pentecost when he and the others stepped from the upper room to the street to launch into 

the uncertainty.  They are words that must have flamed in his heart as they cast their nets into the 



streets of Jerusalem becoming, as Jesus had called them to be: “Fishers of Men”.  Perhaps only 

then did Peter know what Jesus was asking on that day on the shore of the sea. 

 But, like us, Peter had his doubts.  His efforts had been unsuccessful - so what would be 

the point of trying again.  He had met with failure, so what would be the sense of going at it 

again.  The thing that made that final trip to the sea different, the thing that made the difference 

in the size of the catch, the factor that achieved the success was the presence of Jesus.  Before 

this point they were trying without Jesus.  They were going on their own strategy, not relying on 

the mysterious power of God to bring success outside of our puny efforts.  However, taking Jesus 

abroad the ship, reaching that success, is not just about His presence.  It is not that just because 

He is present that success will come as if He is a magic charm.  The success only comes when 

following the Lords directions.  The success Peter experienced was because Jesus was there in 

the boat AND because Peter abandoned his own will to follow Jesus.  This is the needed 

combination.   

  But at thy word I will let down the net, says Peter.  I will do so because you tell me to, I 

will allow you in the boat and I will let you take the rudder, I will trust in your directions (which 

may be counter to my own wisdom) because you are Wisdom itself.  In this Mass can we make 

that surrender.  Can we take Jesus into our boat in the Eucharist? - He is calling you to the shore 

so that He may board your boat.   Can we present to Him our troubles, concerns, doubts, and 

failures so that He may direct the next step?  He is speaking to you now to guide you.  Can we let 

down our nets, and call to others to help us if that is needed so that we can work together to build 

the Kingdom of God on Earth and draw others to the truth?  This is what it means to take Jesus 

into the boat, this is what it means to set out to the deep, this is what it means to be fishers of 

men. 

 


